
Floodwall Gives Seniors
Peace of Mind
Yountville, CA – On New Year’s weekend, 2005-2006, Northern California suffered a
severe winter storm that dropped six to eight inches of rain in 48 hours in Napa County.
The storm followed a two week period in which 12 to 14 inches of rain fell overall.
Streams and drainage ditches around Yountville flooded, but two mobile home parks
surrounded by a new flood wall stayed dry. The new flood wall was completed less than
nine months before the winter storms hit.

The Town of Yountville experienced severe and repetitive flooding several years in a
row in the early and mid 1990s. One hundred homes were destroyed by three previous
floods. Affected most severely in past floods were mobile homes in the Rancho de
Napa and Gateway Mobile Home parks located at the town’s southeast corner.

These mobile home parks lie within the 100-year floodplain of the Napa River. They are
bordered to the west by Hopper Creek and to the east by Beard Ditch. To the north and
south are local drainage ditches that carry surface runoff from the adjacent properties
and mobile home parks to Beard Ditch.

Frustrated residents of the frequently flooded areas appealed to town officials to
explore ways to mitigate the problem.

Initially, the Town of Yountville applied for and was granted funding through FEMA’s
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) for an elevation project for 88 mobile homes.
In the spring of 2001, following several years of preparations and evaluation, the town
changed the project to floodwall construction and instituted building codes that required
newly installed mobile homes in the two parks to be elevated above the base flood
elevation.

The project included several additional components. Engineers built an automatic
warning system into the retention pond consisting of a float that rises as the water in
the pond approaches flood levels. If the water reaches the 50-year flood level, the
system automatically sends warnings to the local emergency response agency
dispatchers. The town’s lift station generators were moved inside the floodwall. Prior to
this move, the generators were subject to frequent flooding, which meant that
Yountville’s sewerage infrastructure could fail, causing additional damage as effluents
backed up into homes.

A combination of Federal, county, and local sources funded the Yountville flood
mitigation project, which totalled $6 million. Floodwall design and engineering began in
1995, and construction began in the spring of 2003. The project was completed in
March 2005. Eight months later, the winter storms of 2005-2006 hit Yountville. The
floodwall spared 314 homes from flooding and prevented the need to evacuate
residents, many of whom were senior citizens.
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Quick Facts

Year:

1995

Sector:

Public

Cost:

$6,000,000.00 (Actual)

Primary Activity/Project:

Flood Control

Primary Funding:

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)


	Floodwall Gives Seniors  Peace of Mind

